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Grassland Agriculture 

What was done? 
 
• Collaborations with scientists at multiple ARS locations, as well as with university 

partners, were established to produce two separate books focused on grassland 
agriculture. 

• The Farming with Grass Conference was held in Oklahoma City OK from 20-22 
October 2008.  It was held in conjunction with the rededication of the Grazinglands 
Research Laboratory of ARS in El Reno OK (Dr. Jean L. Steiner, Center Director).  The 
conference was developed to bring together diverse stakeholders in grassland 
environments to: 
□ Help assess the current condition of agriculture; 
□ Consider alternative production scenarios for grassland agricultural ecosystems; 
□ Identify key issues hindering the development of more sustainable systems; 
□ Clarify the role of science and government policies in developing options for the 

future. 

• A 238-page book was published by the Soil and Water Conservation Society and each 
of the 16 chapters or the entire book can be purchased online: 
http://www.swcs.org/en/publications/farming_with_grass/. 

• An executive summary of presentations and paths towards a sustainable future was 
presented as a feature article in the Journal of Soil and Water Conservation 
(March/April 2009, Volume 64, No. 2, “Farming with Grass – for People, for Profit, for 
Production, for Protection”, JL Steiner, AJ Franzluebbers). 

• Support for the conference was provided by Grazing Lands Conservation Initiative, 
Samuel Roberts Noble Foundation, National Center for Appropriate Technology, 
Oklahoma Grazing Lands Conservation Association, USDA-ARS, USDA-CSREES-
National Research Initiative, USDA Grazing Lands CEAP. 

Why does it matter? 
 
• Agriculture in grassland environments is 

facing multiple stresses from: 
□ shifting demographics; 
□ declining and fragmented agricultural 

landscapes; 
□ declining environmental quality; 
□ variable and changing climate; 
□ volatile and increasing energy costs; 
□ marginal economic returns; and 
□ globalization. 

• Degradation of air, water, soil, and 
biodiversity has been prevalent throughout 
the industrial epoch, and we can now see 
that such extensive degradation may be 
diminishing the future viability of 
agriculture and the quality of life in rural 
areas. 



 

 


