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To:
Location EMS Committee Members



Research Leaders


From:
Tamara Snipes, Chemist/EMS Coordinator

The EMS Committee met on November 2, 2005 at 11:00 AM in the CPMRU Conference Room.  T. Snipes, K. Marchant, T. Strickland, J. Merriman, L. Lewis, L. Marshall, and P. Timper were the committee members in attendance.

Since our last meeting in August, Dr. Patty Timper replaced David Webb as a committee representative from CPMRU.  Patty has agreed to oversee our recycling program.  Welcome Patty, and thanks for your eagerness to serve.

We were visited by Bert Crowe, Recycling Superintendent/KTB Coordinator for the City of Tifton.  He informed the committee of what is being recycled at Tifton-Tift County Recycling.  In addition to the paper, cardboard, and aluminum products that we currently recycle, we can also recycle plastics, glass, steel, and tin.  Mr. Crowe can also provide recycling bins to various locations as necessary.  The committee will work to set up drop-off locations for recyclables and draft a recycling policy.  Standardizing our solid waste recycling procedures is one of the goals that we will work to achieve in FY06.
T. Snipes met with Kim Giddens to discuss the development of an EMS webpage.  The webpage will include the policy statement, manual, forms, annual goals, accomplishments, new employee training instructions, etc.  The recycling policy, CATS coding information, and other items will be added as they are developed and formalized.  The webpage will be accessible to all employees and a basic page should be functioning in a few weeks.
There was an EMS Coordinator conference call on October 26, 2005.  Each location had to report the status of their program.  The Tifton location is doing very well in comparison with the other locations. Some highlights from the call were:  External audits will be done on a 3-year rotation.  The Tifton location will not be audited in 2006. The Byron location is incorporating biodiesel, purchased from a local supplier, into their activities.  This may be something we can check into in the future.  Also, disposal of priority chemicals (mostly mercury) was big on everyone’s goal list.

Another possibility for the EMS Coding System was presented to the committee.  The EPA has already designated certain product categories that should be fairly easy to adapt to our needs.  This will help us track EMS related items in the CATS system. Any changes will be made after further review.  No date is set yet for implementing the Coding System.
The next meeting of the Location EMS Committee is tentatively scheduled for Wednesday, December 7, 2005 at 11 AM in the CPMRU conference room.  An email will be sent out to confirm this date.
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