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The EMS Committee met on March 8, 2006 at 11:00 AM in the CPMRU Conference Room.  T. Snipes, K. Marchant, T. Strickland, J. Merriman, L. Lewis, L. Marshall, T. Hendricks, and P. Timper were the committee members in attendance.

Since our last meeting in December, we had our first recycling pickup for glass and plastic since implementing the recycling program.  New collection sites are being utilized and the program is off to a good start. T. Hendricks mentioned that while conducting the annual safety inspection he noticed several recycling containers around the location.  Each committee member was asked to inspect the areas or buildings in which they work to ensure that proper recycling is taking place.  It was also recommended that we start a mercury reduction program.  There are several mercury containing devices that are at the location, mostly thermometers, which need to be replaced.  We are mandated to reduce the five priority chemicals listed in E.O. 13148; mercury, lead, cadmium, naphthalene, and PCBs. 
EMS Webpage development is in progress.  T. Snipes met with Kim Giddens last week to layout the format for the webpage.  The webpage will be linked from the current USDA\ARS\Tifton site.  It will contain all EMS documents to date and various links to EMS related or pollution prevention websites.  It will also have new employee training instructions and awareness training presentations.  T. Snipes created a Tifton EMS Awareness Training presentation that will be used on the webpage.  It has been submitted to all committee members for review and is in final revision.
T. Snipes was contacted by Michael Dobbins about being audited this year by an EPA contracted group.  The Area Office wants to externally inspect two locations per year and one location that was chosen for this year has asked not to be inspected at this time. There will be a conference call on March 10, 2006 to further discuss Tifton’s involvement with the EPA Environmental Management Review.  This is a great opportunity to have an outside entity come in and review our program.  There will be no penalties sited at this time.  The review is strictly for our benefit and program improvement.

The committee members were introduced to the EMS Sharepoint website that was created and is being managed by Michael Dobbins.  Each committee member will be given access to the site to help them stay informed with current EMS topics and documents. Committee members were also reminded to remember the goals we set for this year and to start thinking of things to work on for FY07.
The next meeting of the Location EMS Committee will be scheduled tentatively for early June 2006.  
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