SUBJECT:  Information for Credit Cardholders on Green Purchasing
The Federal Acquisition Regulation (FAR) contains “green” purchasing requirements.

FAR 13.201 provides that the buy-recycled requirements apply to micro-purchases (under $2500) as well as other green purchasing requirements.

Green products and services must be considered as the first choice in most procurements for both supplies and services.  Keep the following in mind before you buy.

1. You must buy recycled content.

2. You must buy energy efficient products

3. It is important to buy environmentally preferable products.

4. You must buy non-ozone depleting substances.

5. You must buy biobased products.

6. You must buy alternative fuels.

1. Recycled content is mandated by the Resource Conservation and Recovery Act which requires purchasing recycled content products designated by the EPA. There are 54 recycled products in 8 designated categories.   Go to www.eps.gov/cpg for a list of products.  Recycled content copier paper and refined lubricating oil are on the list.  The Location Support Office uses copier paper with 30% recycled content and remanufactured toner cartridges and there have been no problems with our printers or fax.

2. Energy Policy Act requires that agencies select products that in the upper 25% energy efficiency as designated by the Dept of Energy’s Federal Energy Management Program (FEMP). Presidential Executive Order “Energy-Efficient StandBy Power Devices” requires you to buy products that use minimal standby energy.  See http://www.eere.energy.gov/femp/technologies/eeproducts.cfm for more details.

3. Presidential Executive Order 13101,”Greening the Government Through Waste Prevention, Recycling, and Federal Acquisition” emphasizes the significance of purchasing environmentally preferable products (EPP).  These products can be viable alternatives to products that contain hazardous materials or toxic chemicals.  See http://www.epa.gov/epp for more information. These can be easily purchased through GSA Advantage, JWOD sources, UNICOR and many other sources.
4. Non-ozone depleting substances must be used instead of Freon or CFCs  when you purchase items such as air-conditioning systems, automobiles, power units and cleaning supplies

5. The Farm Security and Rural Investment Act established a Federal biobased products purchasing program. The Department of Agriculture will designate biobased products and provide guidance.  These products range from citrus-based cleaners and bowls made from potato starch to construction panels made from straw.  Go to http://www.ofee.gov and click on Green Purchasing for more information.
6. Alternative Fuels include methanol, denatured ethanol, and other alcohols; mixtures containing 85% or more by volume of methanol, denatured ethanol, and other alcohols with gasoline or other fuels; natural gas; liquefied petroleum gas; hydrogen; coal-derived liquid fuels; non-alcohol fuels ( such as biodiesel) derived from biologic material; and electricity.

Please remember that it is a myth that green products always cost more.  Even if there is a slightly higher initial cost, this is usually offset by disposal costs.   

Exceptions to Buying Green Products:
You don’t have to buy recycled content products if the products do not meet the agencies’ reasonable performance needs, are not reasonably available or are only available at an unreasonable price.    Executive Order 13123 directs agencies to purchase Energy Star and other energy efficient products where life-cycle cost effective.  “Life-cycle cost effective” means comparing the expected costs and savings of the energy efficient product to comparable products.  Please note that 1) inconvenience 2) unfamiliarity with Green Products and 3) slightly higher costs for Green Products are not listed in the exceptions. 

If you have any questions about purchasing requirements, please contact:  

Tom Maze, Purchasing Agent, 229-386-3496.

Information derived from USDA Learning Course, Green Purchasing. 
