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Ecofallow Storms Plains

P WALLOW is becoming more
accepted on the Central Great
I'lains, and more larmers are trying it
Smaltl wonder when you compare
wheat yields on ecofallow land with
those of conventional fallow: The tor-
mer average 44 bushels per acre 1o the
latter’'s 34, according to the U.S. Cen-
tral Great Plains Research Station,
Akron, CO.

Moisture retention is the key. Using
the best conventional tillage prac-
tices, water storage in lallow soil
rarely exceeds 359%, and each pass ol
the disk can cause Y4 inch evapora-
lion. By using contact and pre-emer-
gence herbicides and notillage, storage
has been as greal as 60% and averages
more than 50%.

Darryl Smika, soil scientist with
USDA's Science and Education
Administration, reports that highly
calcareous soils don’t seem to re-
spond quite as well. “Because those
areas probably represent less than 5%
of the total acreage in this area, it is
not necessary to treat them ditfer-
ently. The slight reduction from them
will more than be inade up by the in-
creased yields trom the majority of
the acreage in chemical lallow,” Smika

emphasizes.
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