#58-54xx-x-xxx
Trust Fund Cooperative Agreement

Name of Sponsoring Organization/Institution
City and State

OBJECTIVE:
The objective of this cooperative research project is to determine the effects of high meat protein weight loss diets on bone health in healthy postmenopausal women. 

APPROACH:
Obese postmenopausal women will be recruited to participate in a carefully controlled feeding 
study and will be randomized to consume one of two energy-restricted diets (CONTROL vs. 
HIGH MEAT) for several months.  Calcium retention and bone resorption will be determined 
using a novel dual tracer (47Ca, 41Ca) technique.  Calcium retention will be measured by whole 
body scintillation counting and monitoring retention of ingested 47Ca radiotracer.  Bone 
resorption will be determined by measurements of excreted 41Ca of bone origin (from a 41Ca 
dose given 100+ days prior to the experiment) by accelerated mass spectrometry (AMS).  The 
combination of these powerful methods will facilitate the simultaneous determination of dietary 
calcium retention and bone resorption for the first time. 

STATEMENT OF MUTUAL INTEREST:

Both parties have an interest in determining the effects of high protein weight loss regiments on  general health, especially bone status.  
A.  THE COOPERATOR AGREES TO:
1.
To share in the costs of this activity by contributing $xx,xxx upon execution of the Trust Fund Cooperative Agreement.  Additional contributions may be made by amendment to this Trust Fund Cooperative Agreement.  Funds contributed by the Cooperator will be deposited in the United States Treasury, and will be expended according to pertinent Department of Agriculture regulations.

3.
To consult with representatives of ARS in planning activity to be performed under this Trust Fund Cooperative Agreement.

4.
Not to refer to ARS or the United States Department of Agriculture in any advertising or promotional literature.  

5.  Cite Cooperative Agreement Number 58-54xx-x-xxx on all checks payable to the U.S. Department of Agriculture, Agricultural Research Service.  Payment should be remitted to the Budget and Fiscal Office whose name and address can be found on the Form REE-451.

B.  ARS AGREES TO:
1.  Work closely with the cooperator in planning and conducting the research outlined above.

2.  Conduct the following research projects:

In postmenopausal women participating in a controlled weight loss study, determine the effects of a high meat protein weight loss regimen on bone resorption, using Ca-41 tracer and accelerated mass spectrometry technology.  The study proposal is attached and incorporated into the agreement.
3.
Provide a written summary to the cooperator upon completion of the study.

C.  MUTUAL AGREEMENTS:
1.
The proposed budget is incorporated into the Agreement as follows:  

· Supplies and Materials: 
$xx,xxx
· Travel:
$ x,xxx
