Poster tips
•
Double-space all text, using left-justification; text with even left sides and jagged right sides is easiest to read.

•
Text should be large enough to be read easily from at least 6 feet away. 

•
Section headings (Introduction, Methods, etc.); use Aerial or Helvetica, Boldface, 36 point 

•
Supporting text (Intro text, figure captions, etc.); use Aerial or Helvetica, 24 point (boldface, if appropriate) 

•
If you must include narrative details, keep them brief. They should be no smaller than 18 point in size, and printed in plain text. Remember that posters are not publications of record, and you can always come to the session armed with handouts. 

One option is to consider using a larger size (36 pt) for the Conclusion text, and a smaller size (18 pt) for Methods text.

•
Keep in mind that san serif fonts (having characters without curlicues or other embellishments) are easiest to read in large and main heading. Type with serifs such as Times Roman, Palatino, and Century Schoolbook are good for small blocks of type (paragraphs) the serif leads the eye from letter to letter and word to word.

•
Be consistent and choose one font for heads (Aerial, Helvetica) and one font for body type (Times Roman, Palatino, Century Schoolbook) and then use it throughout the poster. Add emphasis by using boldface, underlining, or color; Italics are difficult to read and should not be used unless you’re referring to scientific names.
•
Make sure color type used for emphasis does not blend into the background. Yellow type, as a rule does not work. Many people are colorblind and can not tell the difference between blues and oranges and reds and greens.
•
Reversed type is also very difficult to read. Keep your background neutral/light and your text dark (preferably black) and use reverse type for headings if necessary. 

•
Use quality photos and graphics at least 300 dpi or higher as the general rule. When these are blown up they do not become a grainy mess. Do not distort (squish or stretch) photos and graphics, it only takes away from the presentation.

•
When looking for photos on our web site, go to the New & Events page, click on the Search News & Events in the left column. Enter the type of photo you are looking for and go. (examples: irrigation, pigs, sunflower, thistle, nutrition, milk) Another good source is Google Search – click on Images and your search will be a broader sweep of the web. A lot of the photos in this search are university photos in public domain.
